
Outlets must:  
Be a registered organisation
Focus on local news
Publish regularly (within the last month)

Reader numbers → See papers tracked/not tracked by
auditors
News stories → Find reports about papers opening/closing
Business records → Check if companies are still operating
Website checks → See if news sites are still active
Location data → Update when area boundaries change

Search for keywords like "closed" or "sold" in news articles
AI used to flag key events in news articles about the press
Check if websites are broken or abandoned through HTML
code
Flag important changes for human review

Researchers review what computers found
Verify information is accurate
Decide what needs updating
Maintain quality control

4 Features /
Impact

Policy Support: Helps
identify news deserts
and inform funding and
intervention strategies.

Global Relevance and
Scalability: Potential for
adaptation to monitor
local news landscapes
worldwide.

Research Engine:
Generate maps showing
news coverage; Identify
areas with few/no local
news sources; Track
ownership changes
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3 Outputs

1 Abstract 2 Methodology

A Semi-Automated
Directory System for the UK
Local News Landscape
Supporting Policy and Research.

Local newspapers are disappearing - but
no one is keeping track of what's left
Communities lose vital news sources
without anyone noticing
Existing lists are incomplete and years
out of date
Hundreds of outlets make manual
tracking expensive and challenging

Our solution → Automated system that
monitors local news using public data
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