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Methodology

Outlets must:

e Be aregistered organisation
Focus on local news
Publish regularly (within the last month)

Reader numbers — See papers tracked/not tracked by

News stories — Find reports about papers opening/closing
Business records — Check if companies are still operating
Website checks — See if news sites are still active
Location data — Update when area boundaries change

Search for keywords like "closed" or "sold" in news articles
Al used to flag key events in news articles about the press
Check if websites are broken or abandoned through HTML

Flag important changes for human review

Researchers review what computers found
Verify information is accurate

no one is keeping track of what's left Define
o« Communities lose vital news sources Inclusion
without anyone noticing Criteria
o Existing lists are incomplete and years
out of date
e Hundreds of outlets make manual :
tracking expensive and challenging Research auditors
Open
Our solution — Automated system that Source
monitors local news using public data Intelligence
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2.3 Comparing local authority areas

The distribution of local news outlets across
Local : Number of outlets per 100,000 people

al Authority Districts in the UK. and

cross nations, is uneven. There are clusters

of districts where local news presence is Districts are divided in groups of equal size. The

o ca ews stronger than average, such as large parts of darker brown ones are districts that belong to
’ groups that perform worst in terms of local news

SN:J::::: pI:tl'ar::' S::’::lanzlgr::i:g; ;:: provision, while darker blue ones perform best.
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parts of the North East are instead the
orst covered in terms of number of outlets
er 100,000 people. English districts, in

April 2024

articular, experience a much lower than
average news presence than Wales,
Northern Ireland, and Scotland. In Greater
London, the only district that is well above
the median in terms of provision per
100,000 people is the City, which is merely
the result of one outlet combined with a
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Dataset, including A . c 0 e

analysed data at the PINF Local News Map and Report Data - April 2024
. ABOUT THE DATA

geographic and

ownership level report, Deserts, Drylands, and Oases, was published in July 2023

(1] JEETSRELED This is the main dataset that powers the map.

1M District level This is an analysis at the district level. where each row is a Local Authority District.
(31 Lol 0= 450-A =Y This is an analysis at the owner level, where each row is an owner in the database.
4] JLEVDT ETNEETT: Sl This is a national level summary of various aspects of the sector.

This sheet has been updated on 02-05-2024 to reflect a data correction.

The data in this spreadsheet reflects the database that powers the map as of April 2024, The data has been used to create a report about the State of the
Sector at this time, and it is the second research report that PINF publishes producing a quantitative assessment of local news provision in the UK. The first

e Policy Support: Helps
identify news deserts
and inform funding and
intervention strategies.

e Global Relevance and
Scalability: Potential for
adaptation to monitor
local news landscapes
worldwide.

 Research Engine:
Generate maps showing
news coverage; ldentify
areas with few/no local
news sources; Track
ownership changes
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